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Family and Attorneys Respond to Developments in State Trooper’s Killing of 

Tristan Vereen 

 
 

Horry County, S.C. –– National civil rights attorney, Harry Daniels, and his co-counsel Chantel 

Cherry-Lassiter release the following statement in response to the surveillance video of the Tristan 

Vereen traffic stop.   

 

Tristan Vereen, a 33-year-old black man, was fatally wounded after he was illegally stopped and 

illegally arrested by State Trooper Whitney Blake (W.B.) Benton of the S.C. Highway Patrol. 

According to Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor Jimmy Richardson, he believed that Trooper Benton 

initiated a traffic stop on Mr. Vereen due to a cracked windshield. Notably, a vehicle with a cracked 

windshield in the State of South Carolina, is not a traffic violation according to South Carolina 

law.  

 

Section 56-5-5000 - Windows unobstructed; windshield wipers provide: 

 

No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any sign, poster or other nontransparent material 

upon the front windshield, sidewings or side or rear windows of such vehicle which obstructs the 

driver's clear view of the highway or any intersecting highway. The windshield on every motor 

vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other moisture from the 

windshield, which shall be so constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver of the 

vehicle. Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall be maintained in good working order. 

Although the recently released video depicts a struggle between Mr. Vereen and Trooper Benton, 

it has long been held by the Supreme Court of South Carolina that a person in the State of South 

Carolina has a right to resist an unlawful arrest.  State v. McGowan, 347 S.C. 618, 622 (S.C. 2001). 

 

“If the stop is unlawful then the killing is unlawful. Mr. Vereen had the absolute right to resist 

the unlawful arrest of Trooper Benton. Unfortunately, we see time after time that the rights that 

have been afforded to us by the United States Constitution, are not afforded to people of color 

when it comes to their interaction(s) with law enforcement” 
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About the Law Offices of Harry M. Daniels, LLC  

The Law Offices of Harry M. Daniels, LLC located in Atlanta, Georgia, handles civil rights cases throughout the 

United States as well as excessive use of force cases and wrongful death victims at the hands of law enforcement. 

Attorney Daniels has a proven track record seeking and securing justice for many whose rights have been violated. 

For more information he may be reached at daniels@harrymdaniels.com 

 

About CCL Law Office 

The CCL Law Office is based in Elizabeth City, North Carolina and handles a wide array of personal injury and civil 

rights cases. Chantel Cherry-Lassiter has a commitment to seeking full accountability, transparency and justice for 

her clients. For more information she may be reached at chantelcherrylassiter@ccllaw.org 

 

About The Deyaska Spencer Law Firm  

The Deyaska Spencer Law firm is located in Columbia, SC and handles personal injury cases of all types. In addition 

to personal injury cases, attorney Deyaska Spencer handles excessive force and improper pursuit cases involving law 

enforcement.  For more information she can be reached at spencer@deyaskalaw.com  
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